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Alexandro
and
Colombo
Riani
outside of their
Gaiety
Temperance
Bar
on
Newbottle
Street in around
1912. The Riani
family
has
a
fascinating history,
which is uncovered
in
a
newly
published
article
on the Houghton
website.
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Known as the Gilpin Thorn, this hawthorn tree was grown from a c utting
taken from the legendary Glastonbury Thorn in the grounds of Glastonbury
Abbey by Bernard Gilpin, Rector of Houghton 1557 to 1583. Legend says
that the Glastonbury Thorn sprang from the staff of Joseph of Arimethea,
an eastern merchant dealing in metals and copper who, after crucifixion,
had allowed the body of Jesus to be buried in his own burial chamber.
Sadly the four hundred year old thorn died and was replaced with a
seedling in 1992, which is now looking in a sorry state.

www.houghtonlespring.org.uk
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An advert for N es ham Hall Ac ademy whic h was located at
the top of C hurch Street, next to H oughton Hall. T his area of
H oughton was known as Q uality H ill due to the affluent
people who lived there.
COPYRIGHT © 2009
First published in 2004 by Books of the North
ISBN: 0-9543253-6-2
ISBN13: 978-0-9543253-6-7
Reproduction of this map without permission
constitutes copyright inf ringement

Ema il: i nf o@houghtonl espring.org.uk
The Coliseum Theatre opened on 27 th July 1921.
It was built by John
Lishman, who had started to build it in 1919. It was said that the freshly
chopped wooden scaffolding poles had started to grow as it had taken him
so long to build! The Coliseum was one of Houghton’s three picture
houses on the west side of Newbottle Street. The theatre closed on
January 24 th 1960 and is now the Superdrug store.

This free copy was downloaded from the Houghton Heritage website

FRONT COVER: The Town Hall, as seen in 1900, was located on Newbottle
Street almost opposite the Britannia pub. The row of buildings also housed
an indoor market.
This map is ded icated to the la te C A Smit h M A,
one of Ho ughto n’s h isto rians, in co mme mo ratio n of h is writte n legacy.

Historical Places of Note
in Houghton-Le-Spring
5th EDITION
DOWNLOADED FOR FREE FROM:

1

5

St Michael & All Angels Church dates
from the 13 th & 14 th centuries , however
earlier structures can be found on the
site.
Many noteworthy people are
interred inside the Church, including
Rector Bernard Gilpin (1557 – 1583).
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The Church, shown here in
around 1780, once had a
steeple but this was
removed in 1824.

Houghton Police Station and Magistrates ’ Court opened in 1938. In
recent years the Court has ceased to be used, with most cases being
dealt with at Sunderland.

In 2008 the Victorian pews were
removed and the interior was
modernised.
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1827 & 1829 - George Livingston
1851 & 1855 - Arthur Binks
1858 - Mrs Mary Harrison
1890 - Mrs Isabella Smyth
1894 - James Tunbull Dixon
1914 - Jonathan Herbert Walton
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The White Lion Hotel made an
impressive landmark on the junction
between Newbottle
Street
and
Sunderland Street, before it was
demolished in the 1960s.
Past
proprietors included:

In the 1880s, Houghton Burn was dammed up and an artificial boating lake was
made by Joseph Coulson on a strip of land between Sunderland Street and the
Market Place. M ill owners downstream were deprived of their water s upply and
litigation followed. When the lake was abandoned, it was filled in by two showmen
from Darlington, the R ichardson Brothers , and used as a showground for Houghton
Feast for many years .
Find out more at: www.houghtonfeas t.co.uk
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The Seven Sisters Round Barrow is
located opposite the Copt Hill Inn
public house. Excavation of the
barrow by Canon William G reenwell
and TWU Robinson in 1877 revealed
a Neolithic cremation, several
Bronze
Age
cremations
and
inhumations ,
and
a
Medieval
inhumation. The Friends of Copt Hill
are now charged with looking after
the site.
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Houghton’s last known
brick built WWII air raid
shelter is found within
the entrance of the old
cemetery. It was almost
demolished in 2008.
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Two time capsules
were interred
inside the restored
archway.
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The Royal Kepier G rammar School, located in the grounds of St
Michael’s Church. The Royal Charter from Elizabeth I was dated April 2 nd
1574.
Robert Copperthwaite was the first Master.
He and all
subsequent Masters had to be a graduate of Q ueen’s College, O xford.
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The old Hillside Cemetery, located at the top of Sunderland Street
next to Houghton Cut, was consecrated in controversial
circumstances on September 4 th 1854 by the Bishop of Exeter.
Many residents objected to being buried on
the site of a former quarry.
T he lych gate at the entrance
was restored in 2006 at a cost
of £30,000.

Find out more at: www.houghtonhillsidecemetery.co.uk

The colliery sub-station and canteen
building next to Houghton Q uarry are
the last remaining buildings from
Houghton Pit, which was sunk
between 1823 and 1827. The colliery
closed on September 24 th 1981. The
brick Powder H ouse was rebuilt at
Beamish Museum. The colliery shaft
caps are still visible on the land
behind G rasswell fuel station.
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The Gil pin fa mily crest ca n be found
aro und t he Br oa dwa y o n t he olde-styl e
lighti ng col um ns and as the ce ntre piec e
illuminatio n
during
t he
Octobe r
Ho ughto n Fe ast. It can eve n be found
on the neckers o f H ought on 1st Scouts.
The versi on abov e is based o n the
engrav ed ve rsion o n B ernard Gilpi n’s
tomb.
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The Rectory, which dates from the 17 th century, was home to many of
Houghton’s ill ustriou s Rectors, the last of which to res ide there was Rev
Ashdown. The building was purchased by Houghton Urban District in around
1949. The 1891 census tells us that Rector John Grey (79 years), his wife
Helen Mary (54), were accompanied by Lady Elizabeth Grey (74, a widow),
plus Charles Allen the butle r, Sarah Ann No rman (ladies maid - visiting),
another ladies maid (name unreadable), Ellen Abbey (ladies maid), Mary Jane
Charlton (housekeeper), Mary Ann Holmes (laundry maid), Margaret Chris
(housemaid), and Elvina Simmons (kitchenmaid) - all at the Rectory.

Houghton Heritage Trail
1.

Load up your printer
parchment/certificate paper

with

some

2.

Firstly print side 1

3.

Reload the same sheet of paper, and print
side 2 onto the reverse

4.

Fold the map into thirds using the dotted
lines as a guide

5.

Take the map with you when you follow
the trail around historic Houghton-leSpring
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