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THE SWEET SUCCESS OF A FAMILY 
 

MUCH OF THE RESEARCH for this article on the Wheatley family was done while 

consuming a bag of sweets and at the same time watching old black and white 

flicks.  The sweets were of course black bullets and helped to invoke the history of 

the Wheatleysõ confectionery factories in Houghton-le-Spring; the movies were 

The Lady Vanishes (1938) and The Stars Look Down (1940), both starring Linden 

Travers, great-granddaughter of the confection founder, George Wheatley. 

 

A visit to Beamish Museum was also called for and afforded the opportunity of 

seeing the traditional method of making sweets and candy rock.  I was 

disheartened, however, to see that the modern recreation involved the use of 

protective gloves, unlike in the days gone by (see photo page 7) where the factory 

workersõ fingerprints made the sweets truly unique! 

 

It is hard to study any area of Houghtonõs history without it being punctuated by a 

Wheatley.  They were a large family and it is not surprising that their history is as 

equally fascinating as the flavours of the sweets in their numerous shops. 

 

Linden Travers is often described by movie aficionados as being out of synch with 

the industry, that she was before her time and should have been a bigger star, but 

it is comforting to know that a light still shines on her name in Houghton-le-

Spring for there are two large sumptuously framed photographs of Ms Travers in 

the new Wetherspoonõs Wild Boar public house. 

 

 

PAUL LANAGAN 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING  

HERITAGE SOCIETY, 2011 
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b. 04/03/1867, Dundee 

d.  23/06/1876, Dundee 

Her mother, Jane, died 19 

days after her birth! 

b. 04/09/1862, Montrose  

d.  19/10/1863, Montrose 

7. Fanny 

WHEATLEY 

4. Catherine 

WHEATLEY 

b. 23/03/1858, Montrose 

m. Peter McCORMACK 01/06/1875. 

d.  16/06/1916, Dundee 

b. Den Mains Caystlem Dundee  

 

b.  20/10/1863, Montrose 

m. Mary Ann BRANNAN 

d.  30/03/1930, H-L-S 

Licensee of Jolly Farmers pub, 

Market Place. John and Mary 

had nine children.  Their son, 

John George and their 

daughter Lucille migrated to 

Australia 

 

 

 

b.  c1828, Poole, Dorset 

Son of William WHEATLEY and Charlotte BARLOW. 

d. 11/12/1906 

BUR. 15/12/1906 Hillside Cemetery 

RES: 33 Ironside Street 

 

b.  c1850 - 1852, 

Scotland/Houghton 

d. 15/12/1915 

BUR.  19/12/1915 Hillside Cemetery 

RES: 45 Ironside Street 

 

b. 30/09/1865, Dundee 

d.  22/01/1940 H-L-S 

Had two sons and two daughters to 

William Seed, and then a daughter to 

her second husband, Edward Mannan 

b. 06/01/1869, Dundee 

Illegitimate 

m. Henry BARTLET in 1889 

d.  05/01/1938 H-L-S 

Some descendants in Australia 

b. 08/04/1873, Dundee 

d.  16/04/1937 H-L-S 

Grandfather of actress Linden Travers, 

and father of Robert Wheatley who ran 

the Newbottle Street fruit shop 

b. 07/05/ 1876, Spennymoor 

m. John ALCOCK 

d.  04/08/1954 

b. 09/07/1878, H-L-S or 

Spennymoor 

[aged 2 on 1881 census] 

b. 14/11/1883, Houghton  

d.  ??/09/1963, Durham 

b. circa 1887  

[aged 4 on 1891 census] 

b.  26/11/1889, Houghton 

[aged 1 on 1891 census] 

b.  19/07/1834, Montrose  

d.  23/03/1867, Dundee 

b. 01/10/1860, Montrose  

d.  02/10/1894, Sunderland 

1 

m.  04/10/1855 

b. 03/07/1856, Montrose 

m. TBC in 1883 

G.W Wheatley was a commercial 

traveller 

2 

m.  26/04/1869 

b. 25/02/1870, Dundee 

d.  07/02/1873, Dundee 

b. 28/10/1880, Spennymoor 

d.  19/06/1949, H-L-S 

m. Lillian Rose LANE in 1901 

Three children: George, Etta and 

Alfred (who managed the 

Hawdonside Works factory) 

b. 09/07/1893, Spennymoor 

Lived at 35 Ironside Street with 

her mother after her father died 

b.  06/11/1886 H-L-S 

Joiner living at 19 Market Place 

1881: A professional sugar 

boiler from Durham, he 

lodged with the family 

(Charlotte was c16).  They 

married on 25/07/1881 

CATHOLIC SIDE PROTESTANT SIDE 

George 

WHEATLEY 

 

5. John  

WHEATLEY 

6. Charlotte 

WHEATLEY 

11. Sophia 

WHEATLEY 

12. Thomas 

WHEATLEY 

16. John 

WHEATLEY 

17. Effie 

WHEATLEY 

Jane  

FINDLAY 

3. Ann Wyllie 

WHEATLEY 

1. George Wm 

WHEATLEY 

18. Elsie May 

WHEATLEY 

15. Joseph 

WHEATLEY 

William 

SEED 

Elizabeth 

McDOUGAL 

Josephine 

LOWSON 

8. Josephine  

Lowson 

WHEATLEY 

10. Robert 

WHEATLEY 

b. 1817 ð 1823 as Elizabeth McDougall 

m.  George LOWSON, 06/04/1846 

m.  John FINDLAY, 23/11/1868 

BUR. 17/05/1909 Hillside Cemetery 

 

2. Mary Jane 

WHEATLEY 

9. William 

WHEATLEY 

13. William 

(Tushy) 

WHEATLEY 

14. Elizabeth 

(Lizzie) 

WHEATLEY 

 

George 

LOWSON 

Catherine 

LAING 

John 

FINDLAY 

1 

m.  06/04/1846 

2 

m.  23/11/1868 
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m. c1894 

2 

m.  26/04/1869 

Penelope Alice 

WILTON 

Lindy 

WILTON 

Guy 

LEON 

b.  c1828, Poole, Dorset 

Son of William WHEATLEY and Charlotte BARLOW. 

d. 11/12/1906 

BUR. 15/12/1906 Hillside Cemetery 

 

b.  c1850 - 1852, 

Scotland/Houghton 

d. 15/12/1915 

BUR.  19/12/1915 Hillside Cemetery 

RES: 45 Ironside Street 

 

b. 08/04/1873, Dundee 

d.  16/04/1937 H-L-S 

Took over the Mill House factory, 

H-L-S, when his father died 

George 

WHEATLEY 

 

Josephine 

LOWSON 

10. Robert 

WHEATLEY 

Jane Ann 

SWALES 

Lindon 

TRAVERS 
Alice 

William Halton 

LINDON-

TRAVERS 

Florence 

WHEATLEY 

b. 1895 

d. 1956, Cornwall 

Robert 

WHEATLEY 

b. 1902 

d.  1959 

Robert WHEATLEY Jnr ran 

Corner Shop at  

41 Newbottle Street 

Linden 

TRAVERS 

Jennifer Susan 

LEON 

James 

HOLMAN 

b. 1939, Chelsea, London 

m.  Cornel LUCAS, British 

photographer 

Daughters: Sophie Hardie & 

Charlotte Lucas. 

Acts under the name  

Susan TRAVERS 

 

m. 1948 

d. 1974 

Sally Linden 

HOLMAN 

b. 1949 

See siblings 

on Main Tree 

Pat 

RAINS 

William 

LINDON-

TRAVERS 

 
b.  03/01/1922, Newcastle 

d.29/03/1994 

Acted under the name 

Bill TRAVERS 

 

Virginia A 

McKENNA 

OBE 

Ken 

TRAVERS 

Pearl 

TRAVERS 

Alice 

TRAVERS 

m. 1957 

b.  07/06/1931, London 

BAFTA winning actress 

OBE for services to wildlife 

Founded the Born Free 

Foundation in 1984.  Now a 

trustee. 

 

b.  27/05/1913, H-L-S 

d.  23/10/2001, St Ives, Cornwall 

b. 1918, H-L-S 

m. 1940 to Philip 

MORANT 

 

Will 

TRAVERS 

b.  1958 

Known as Bill TRAVERS 

Jnr 

Chief Executive Officer of 

Born Free Foundation 

 

2 other 

sons & 1 

daughter 

1 daughter 

b. 1946, Scarborough 

m. Daniel Massey in 1975 (div) 

m. Sir Ian Holm in 1991 (div) 

OBE in 2004 for services to drama.  

Appeared in many familiar shows, 

including Doctor Who and Downton 

Abbey.  Mother of Alice MASSEY 

Richard  

MORANT 

b. 30/10/1945 

d. 09/11/2011 

m. Melissa Fairbanks in 1969 

(div) and had 2 children 

m. Valerie Buchanan in 1982 and 

had 2 children 

 

b.  c1851 

d. 09/11/1918 aged 67 

BUR: Jesmond Old Cem 

Manager of the Olympia 

Theatre, Newcastle, and 

the Grand Theatre, Byker 

b.  1889, Barnsley 

d. 16/11/1965 aged 76 

BUR: Jesmond Old Cem 

Manager of the Stoll Theatre 

and the Tyne Theatre 

b.  c1861 

d. 23/02/1933 aged 72 

BUR: Jesmond Old Cem 

Olive 

Millicent 

WHEATLEY 

Elsie Mary 

WHEATLEY 

Stephen 

Hewitt 

WHEATLEY 

George 

WHEATLEY 

b. 1900 b. 1904 b. 1907 b. 1909 

In 1967 he was Manager and 

Chief Sugar Boiler at the 

Hawdonside Works toffee factory 

b. 1915, H-L-S 

m. Clifford WILTON 

d. 1976 

Taught at La Sagesse 

School, Jesmond 

b. 1948, Chelsea 

m. 1972 to Arthur C 

BARKER 

 

 

b. 1871 

1881 ð living at 53 Newbottle St 

Rosemary 

WILTON 

ACTORS 


