SUMMER2013 | VOL 3 ISSUE1 | ISSN 1757- 3890 '

2HOUGHTONIAN

QUARTERLWAGAZINEOF Houghton Heritage Society

= LINDEN TRAVERS CENTENAR
~HOUGHTONGS POS

: THE MINES RESCUE CENTRE

= A NEW HERO OF HOUGHTON

: FAMILY TREE QUESTS -
: AND MUCH MORE!

WWW.HOUGHTONLES PR]N .ORG.UK



"CANYOU HEL!

»

If you have any old photographs of Hough®$pring that
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www.houghtonlespring.org.ukontact

- FACES AND PL,
- Photographs are treated with care and respect and «
returned promptlyonce they have been copied.

Allowing your precious photographs to be copied and sha
ensures that they will be around for generations to come




WELCOMETO THE HOUGHTONIAN,

the quarterly magazine of the HoughtoHe-Spring
Heritage Society. This is our tenth consecutive
issue, numbered as Volume 3 Issue 1 and looks a
the start of the Societ

A LARGE SECTION OFTHIS ISSUEis devoted to
Hought onos star of St
Travers, who would have celebrated her 160
birthday on May 27 2013. The Society held a
special event in Houghton Methodist Church to
commemorate the anniversary and a good many
people turned up toenjoy the movie No Orchids for
Miss Blandish.

AS ALWAYS WEGVE had a
year and a selection of photographs are featured ir
this edition showing some of the work the Society
does in our community. We have planted tres with
children at Burnside Primary School and spent time
with supporting other groups, including HOPE and
Houghton Amateur Radio Club. We even managec
to pay a visit Odundergr
Rescue Centre which is celebrating its centenary
year. Thanks are exended to all at the centre for
giving us such an enjoyable afternoon in the dark
confines of the mock coal face.

YOU WILL NOTICE some changes in this issue as w
have replaced the Website Updates column with &
selection of our tweets. We use a Twittereed on our

home page to keep you updated with ou news and

changes to thewebsite

Thank you for reading and| do hope you enjoy this
issue.

PAUL LANAGAN, CHAIRMARN
H-L-S HERITAGE SOCIETY

175790

follow us on

twitter

@houghtonheritag

Note there is no
Twitter name

1 Feb2013

"Bye, bye Blockbuster" pics addec
to the Houghton Heritage Society
Facebook group. Just visit
www.fyassbyuk.com to see them.
#blockbuster

9 Feb2013

Can you help fill in the gaps for
these Houghton Street Names?
See: www.houghtonlepring
.org.uk/houses where we look at
their name origins

#streetnames

13 Feb2013

Visit www.fyassbyuk.com
(Faebook in pitmatic dialect) to
see our Jarticles about the
fascinating Riani family,ltalian
icecream sellers

20 Feb2013

The Houghton Heritage website
now has a handy Google
searchbox to help you quickly find
the pages of interest to you

10 Mar2013

Pics of the unveiling of Houghton
Rectory Park in April 1949 now on
our Facebook group at
www.fyassbyuk.com
#houghtonlespring

#park

24 Mar2013

Pics of Houghton's Palm Sunday
procession with a donkey across
the Broadway online at
www.fyassbyuk.com
#paimsunday

#houghtonlespring

6e0 atthe end of our
due to length limitations

14 Apr2013

Fans line the streets of Houghton as
Sunderland AFC tour after winning thd
FA Cup, 1973. Pics on our FyassByul
group. www.fyassbyuk.com

30 Apr2013

See what we have planned for
@SunderlandLive Local History Montl
www.houghtonlespringorg.uk/events
inc Linden Travers 100 & The
Houghton Heritage Walk

24 May2013

The Houghton Heritage Walk is today
at 6:30PM. £4 per person inc free 180
page book.

27 May2013
27/05/1913- Linden Travers born in
Houghtonle-Spring, daughter of
William Halton LindofTravers &
Florence Wheatley

16 Jun 2013

To advertise in the
@houghtonfeastHQ 2013 programme
of events, contactinfo@houghton
feast.co.uk #houghtonfeast
#houghtonkspring

20 Jun2013

Video showing the set up of the Nort
East's Largest Fun Fair at Herrington
Country Park

22 Jun2013

"You're impittent!"- now there's a
phrase I've not heard in a while!
www.houghtonlespring.org.uk/articles
#houghtonlespring #houghtdreritage
#pitmatic

24 Jun2013
Houghtonle-Spring key rings now
available on eBay

These tweets and more can be seen on
the HH homepage. We tweet regularly

to keep you up to date

s
@_—IF YOU ARE reading a printed or

photocopied version of THE HOUGHTONIAN
and are having difficulty seeing the print, did
you know you can read the online PDF? This
can be increased in size up to a whopping

6400% in Adobe Reader!

* k% * % % *x * *

FOR INTERNET ACCESS AT HOUGHTON LIBRARY
T TELEPHONE 0191 561 6383 FOR DETAILS.
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IT IS HARD to study
any area ofHoughton-
le-Spri ngds
history without it being
punctuated by a
member of the
Wheatley family. The
Wheatleys were a
large, prosperous
family and it is not
surprising that their
history is as equally
fascinating as the
flavours of the sweets
in their numerous
shops which  were
dotted along
Newbottle Street.

Much of the research for
this article on the family
was done while consuming
a bag of sweets and at the
same time watching old
black and white flicks. The
sweets were of course black
bullets and hdped to invoke
the history of the
Wheatl eysd C
factories in Houghton; the
movies were The Lady
Vanishes (1938) and The
Stars Look Down (1940),
both starring Houghton-
born LINDEN TRAVERS
greatgranddaughter of the
confection founder, George
Wheatley, whose right leg
was blown off by a cannon
ball during the Crimean
War, but whose disability
didnot stop
founding a  successful
confectionery factory in
Houghton. Today we look
at this successful family,
who were well known for
their shops o Newbottle
Street, and in particular the
family member who made it
to the silver screen!

On May 27th 1913,
Florence Wheatley,
granddaughter of the late

confectioner George
Wheatley, and her husband,
William Halton Lindon

Travers, became the proud
parents of a baby daughter
who they named Florence
Lindon-Travers. The young
Florence was educated at
the La Sagesse Convent
School, Jesmond, probably
owing to its proximity to the

Tyneside theatres which her
father managed.

It is not known when
Florence startel using her
stage name of Linden
Travers, but she made her
first stage appearance at
the Newcastle Playhouse,
now known as Northern
Stage, at the age of 20.
This was to be an eventful
year for Linden, as her
paternal grandmother, Alice
Travers, also passd away
and was buried at Jesmond
Old Cemetery in February
1933.

Lindends conf
stage continued to develop
and in 1934 she played the
l ead in 6Murd
the Glove Theatre in
Londonds West
play was more than an
opportunity for Linden to
shine to the public; she
caught the eye of a
gentleman called Guy Leon,
whose sister was in the
cast, and they later married.
Their first child, Jennifer
Susan Leon, was born in
Chelsea in February 1939.

Linden starred in her first
movie, in a supporting role,
in the film

Fog, which was released in
December 1935. Around
this time, she became the
centre of attention at the
Houghton Film Society,
which met in a building on
Robinson  Street  flow
demolished), when she
made a visit home to her

.
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
family in Houghton.
Another return visit to her
home town saw her
attending the funeral of her
maternal grandfather,
Robert Wheatley, upon his
death in April 1937. Robert
had been in charge of the
Mill House confectionery
factory in Houghton
following the death of
Crimean War  veteran,
George Wheatley, in 1906.
The early 1940s were
extremely busy for Linden
and she starred in an
impressive range of movies
and stage shows, mody in
supporting roles but as the
|l ead in 194838
for Mi ss Bl an
her appearance in the stage
show of the same name six
years earlier. She starred
alongside many well known
stars including George
Formby as well as directors
such asAlfred Hitchcock.

Linden married her second
husband, James Holman,
in 1948 and the couple had
a child a year later called
Sally Linden Holman. That
same year, Linden played
the part of Beatriz de Peraza
in what was to be her last
fil m, 6Cl
Columb u s 6 , whi
released in October 1949.
She continued to appear in
television plays until her last
appearance on the screen
in a BBC tribute to Alfred
Hitchcock, celebrating the
centenary of his birth in
1999.

Linden loved the arts, and
lived in a howe called
Lorraine in St lves,
Cornwall, where she spent
her time as an artist. She
loved art that much that
she and her sisters, Alice
Wilton and Pearl Morant,
opened the Travers Gallery
in Kensington, London in
1969 until 1972. When
Lindends laroes |
Holman, passed away in
1974, Linden spent the
years afterwards travelling
around Asia and Africa,
echoing the interests of her
brother, actor Bill Travers,

who founded the Zoo
Check Campaign, later
known as the Born Free
Foundation. In the 1980s
she studied psychotherapy
and qualified as a
hypnotherapist.

Linden Travers passed away
on October 23rd 2001 in
Cornwall at the age of 88
years and her funeral
service took place at St Ives
Parish Church. Linden's
obituary in the Guardian
described her as a: "Gifted
actress who moved
comfortably from femme
fatale roles to light
comedies."

Linden Travers is often
described by movie
aficionados as being out of
synch with the industry, that
she was before her time
and should have been a
bigger star, but it is
comforting to know that a
light still shines on her
name in  Houghton-le-
Spring for there are two
large sumptuously framed
photographs of Ms Travers
in the Wethert
Boar public house, while
Houghton-le-Spring
Heritage Society continues
to pay tribute to Linden,
with the support of her
niece, the award winning
actress and star of Downton
Abbey, Penelope Wilton
OBE, wh o i s
patron.

Paul Lanagan
Local Historian

Houghton Heritage
Society held a specia
event on Saturday May
25t 2013 to
commemorate  what
would have been
Li nd e n"tisthddy(
on May 27". The
movie No Orchids for
Miss Blandish wag
screened in Mautland
Street Cinema and a|
standing ovation was
given at the end for
Linden.
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1/'2 WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?

LOVINGLINDEN TRAVERS

Is it possible to fall in love with a
woman 100 years old? | have
decided it is not. If so, that person
would need to see a
psychotherapist,and the only one

| would want to see is a hundred
and not taking new patients. No, |
am definitely not in love with

Linden Travers. That would be to
love a ghost. No, that train has left
the station, and as someone once
said, "The ghost train neveh
comes byeck!" It's a good thing

because my wife might become
angry with me. Fortunately, she is
not, and | aim to keep it that way!
How | found out about Linden

Travers may be of interest,
particularly since | am from

@cross the pond in the USA,

where there is a healthy

appreciation for British culture,

especially in televised comedies
and dramas, but British movies
are not so common. Alfred

Hitchcock became an @mericand
director so his films are known
here, but until recently you saw
only the same few. Quiterecently |

saw The Lady Vanishes for the first
time. There was a character in a
minor role that had an immediate

appeal to me, and | decided to
find out who she was. Mrs
Todhunter (Linden Travers) had
been in two dozen films, was a
stage actress, a psychdterapist,

hypnotist and most importantly to

me perhaps, also an artist. Her
proclaimed favorite film and best
role was in No Orchids for Miss
Blandish. | am an avid (and
competitive) orchid grower. This
was going to take some time. A
link or perhaps just he name of

Houghton-le-Spring attracted me

to that web-site and | began to

correspond with Paul Lanagan |

ordered a DVD of No Orchids
then Lady Vanishes and the
collection had begun. It was her

countenance that first held me
speltbound. As an artist | shall
say that | have studied beauty all
my life, particularly what makes
for a beautiful woman. When | first
saw Ms Travers | said to myself...
owell there is a line in The Terror
when Linden walks in the door
and a rather sloppy drunk says
at's finally happenedd Linden's

character replies, & hat has

happened®d to which he replies,

6 feer all these years, | finally fallen

Can you help solve these
Genealogical & Heritage Quests?

in love'd & was like that for me. |

said to myself, it has taken me 59
years, but finally | have found the
most beauiful woman that ever
lived. Now | know that there was
Cleopatra, and Helen of Troy and
then there was Linden, but | can't
think of anyone else quite in that
class. It is not that she reminds
me of a woman | loved, but she
reminds me of every woman |
have ever loved. When | look at
her face or even think about it, it
brings an instant joy to my very
heart. Quite literally it heals my
heart just to think about her. |

began to collect images from the
internet and was even able to
purchase a few photos and

publicity stills. | had already
framed a 1951 promo still from

No Orchids but it wasn't long

before | convinced myself to
obtain the photo | most loved.

Good things (as well as bad) come
in threes, and an inexpensive still
from the 1937 movie Brief Ecstacy
in Buenos Aires rounded out my
collection. | found 6 films

altogether that play on US DVD
players, and my wife who is also a
film noir fan watched them with

me. All of this was in the month or
two before the centenary on May
27th, which in the USA on that
weekend was a holiday we call
Memorial Day (for war veterans). |
will never again forget when that
holiday is. No Orchids holds a

special place for me, as it did for
her. Knowing it was the favorite
book of the spitfire pilots and so
on, during WWII peaked my

curiosity. | am a great fan of flying
movies in general, but The Battle
of Britain in particular. | got a
retired library hardback with a
slightly askew spine from a British
internet seller. 1 am reading it
slowly to relish the taste, like a
Jesmona blck bullet (yep, the last
two tins in the US are due here on
Wednesday, but hopefully they'll
reorder them, because my wife
loves mint!) As an American
reading the British form of
@merican gangster slandit has a

humour all its own, not entirely
intended | cannot say that | have
any information about the lady in
question that is not available on
the internet. | never met her, and
have no idea what kind of person
she was. But from what I've read,
and I've read a lot, | have an idea.

As an artist, a visuh artist, and
Linden was certainly a very fine
one, although | have seen only
one painting, ®eath of a
Gentlemardis first of all a &eed
that is, a person who looks at the
world with open eyes. In her case
very beautiful eyes, but eyes that
saw, not jug captured the hearts
of men. That she was an early
visionary and saw the threat of war
at a time when most British were
asleep to the fact (the central
theme in The Lady Vanishes as
well as another film I'll not spoil by
giving away the end) was certainly
visionary. | place no blame; the
Americans were even more
oblivious. Though much has been
conjectured about the painting
mentioned above, to me it is
clearly a still life arranged to
symbolically foreshadow the war
and a kind of death of nobility as
well as the unfathomable loss of
life. The textures of glass, wood,
metals, bone and fabrics, the
lighting, the spilled Champagne
are wonderfully rendered and
symbolic in the tradition of the
British art movement known as
the pre-Raphaelites. Testimony to
her fine education at La Sagasse
in Jesmond | suppose. All these
images can be seen in the 1937
film Brief Ecstasy as well. Perhaps
my favorite in a way. | also
imagine her to have been a very
happy person. Well educated,
encouraged to follow her dreams,
having two successful children,
retiring from a successful career at
age thirty-six, touring the world,
time to paint and even run a
gallery and finally settling a short
stroll from the sea while living to
age 88 seems to mean she pretty
much had it all, even ly today's
standard, and in her day it must
have been almost unimaginable. |
hope she was happy. She makes
me happy! | am happy when | am
in the shade of a Linden tree. | am
happy when | drink Linden tea or
the closely related hybiscus tea,
which settles tre stomach and
calms the heart and lowers blood
pressure. | am happy anytime |
look at her doyutiful fyaced or hear
her lovely voice with its haughty
accent. But | am most definitely
not in love with her. Ask my wife.
Marc Levenson
USA

REMEMBERING STEAM
I remember my Auntie and Uncle
living on West View in Success,
and when visiting there, always
wanted to wander up to the top
and see the engines coming and
going to the Lambton Engine
Shed. Unfortunately we tended to
visit at the weekends when the line
wasn ddperating, but made the
occasional visit mid week so that
made up for the disappointment.
Strange the effect steam engines
have on people Pete Waterman
asked a psychologist this question
a few years ago on television and
the answer was that the smelbf
steam and oil reminded people,
especially males, of baby lotion of
their infant days 6h to be a
psychologist)

lan Lawton

A FEW REPLIES
Regarding the inquiry of Steve
Glass, to my knowledge there was
not a Boy's Brigade in Houghton
in the 1930s. | sugpect his father
was more likely in the Church
Lads Brigade, which flourished at
this time. My suspicion is
confirmed by his reference to a
photo of his father's Brigade taken
outside St Michael's Church of
England - the Church Lads'
Brigade was sponsored by the
Church of England, whereas the
Boys' Brigade was sponsored by
the Methodist Church. A very
good photo of the Church Lad's
Brigade taken in 1934 appears in
"Houghton-le-Spring & Hetton-le-
Hole in Old Photographs"
Regarding your interesting article
on Houghton Junior Schoolin the
last Houghtonian, | wonder if the
Infants School and Junior School
were built at the same time? After
two years in the Infants School, |
well remember being marched
across the Infant playyard into the
back entrance of tre Junior
School. Bestwishes
Jack Morley
President

Houghton Heritage Society

THANK YOU!
| have just found an old mate
thanks to Houghton Heritage
Society.
Kevin Cansfield
Houghton-le-Spring




PHOTO FOCUS

THE GOSPEL HALL ON MAUTLAND STREET AND THE CORNEW GEORGE STREET SOMETIME BETWEEN 1933 AND 1965. PREVIOUSL
AROUND 1907, TWO ROOMS ABOVE FRANK JONES®S CHEMI ST SHOP ON NEWBOT
WORSHIP. BY 1912 THE HOUGHTOMLE-SPRING ASSEMBLY (EVANGELICAL) HIRED A HALLARTTERY YARD FOR USE AS A PLACE O
WORSHIP BEFORE MOVING TO THE GOSPEL HALL. AFTERWARDS, PREMISES IN NESHAM PLACE WERE USED BEFORE A LARGE C+
KNOWN AS THE BETHANY CHRISTIAN CENTRE, WAS BUILT BETWEEN HETTON AND DURHAM ROADS. THANKS TO LENA INCH

SHARING THIS WONDERFUL VIEW.

HARRY CROSTHWAI TEdS HOMECOMI NG AFTER THE WA
TO JOIN HI'S FATHEROGS DENTAL PRACTI CE, ABOVE




