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QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF Houghton Heritage Society  

 

 ::  HOUGHTON FEAST  

::  HOUGHTON COLLIERYõS CLOSURE  

::  THE WAR MEMORIAL  

::  HERITAGE OPEN DAYS REPORT 

::  A TASTE OF HOUGHTON RECIPE 

::  AND MUCH MORE! 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
If you have any old photographs of Houghton-le-Spring that 

you would like to share, please contact Paul  

via www.houghtonlespring.org.uk 
 

FACES AND PLACES 
 

Photographs are treated with care and respect and are 

returned promptly once they have been copied. 

 

Allowing your precious photographs to be copied and shared 

ensures that they will be around for generations to come. 
 

1953 Coronation, 1977 & 2002 Jubilee photos also wanted  

for a special commemorative book in 2012! 
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www.HOUGHTONleSPRING.org.uk  

 
The HH website is updated frequently.  

Just click on the UPDATED link on the 
home page to see whatôs new.  Some of 
the updated pages during the past three 

months include: 
 

::  Penshaw Monument ï a new section has 

been added on the history of Pensher 
Monument, including a time line and 

photographs from the very top of the 
monument. 

::  Houghton Cenotaph ï updated with 

personal details on many more of the names 

featured. 

::  Houghton Cemetery ï printable plan for 

the cemetery on Durham Road, including 
locations of Houghtonôs War Casualty 
Graves. 

::  Time Lines ï the Colliery, Rectory Park 

and Houghton Feast time lines have all been 

updated with juicy details of goings-on in the 
Victorian days. 

::  Football Teams ï New photograph of 

Houghton Rovers AFC from 1911/12 added. 

::  Public Houses ï photos and info on 

landlords of more pubs have been added, 
including the Lambton Arms, the Jolly 

Farmers, the Black Horse and the 
Wheatsheaf Hotel. 

::  Wild Boar Heritage Trail ï to help you 

navigate around the fabulous framed 

photographs in the new Weatherspoons. 

::  Houghton Area Office Treasures ï 

details of the 10 items recovered before the 
demolition. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

If youôre reading a printed 
version of The Houghtonian and are 
having difficulty seeing the print, 
did you know you can read the 
online PDF?  This can be increased 
in size up to a whopping 6400% in 
Adobe Reader! 
 

Free Internet access at Houghton Library ï 

telephone 0191 561 6383 for details. 

 

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTONIAN, 

the quarterly magazine of the Houghton 

Heritage Group.  In this fourth issue, which has 

been expanded to 24 pages, we take a look at 

our townõs annual festival, Houghton Feast, as 

October will be here before we know it! The front 

cover shows Mr Shenton and the choir singing 

from the Church tower top during Houghton 

Feast in the 1950s. 

  

WE ALSO PAY HOMAGE to Houghton Colliery, 

which closed thirty years ago, and announce the 

launch of the Houghton Minersõ Project, which 

has ambitious aims to document the memories 

of the last living miners who worked at the pit.  

There has been another flurry of enquiries and 

family tree quests ð if you can help answer any 

of them, please get in touch. 

 

TAKE A LOOK AT some of the visits that 

members have been on around the district over 

the summer months. 

 

WATCH OUT LATER IN the year for the 

Houghtonian Almanac 2011, available from the 

website in early December, this will be a look 

back on Houghtonõs heritage in the year 2011 

and is bound to become a much sought after 

addition to local history book collections.  These 

are likely to be printed to order. 

 

HEREõS TO HOUGHTON FEAST 2011! 

 

 

PAUL LANAGAN BA HONS 
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AND SO THE song goes, for this year's Houghton Feast will be the setting for 

the 45 th  Annual Carnival Parade.  

 

The Feast has its origins in the 12 th  century as Michaelmas, the festival of the 

dedication of the parish church of St Michael &  All Angels,  but following the 

restrictions and blackout of World War II,  had solely become a miner's gala -  

a local holiday and opportunity to spend the day in Houghton's many public 

houses.   

 

In 1967 Houghton's Rector, Rev Oswald Noel Gwilliam, teamed u p with the 

Rotary Club, Round Table, local Chamber of Trade, Houghton Urban District 

Council and other community groups to start the revival of Houghton Feast.  

 

The 1967 Festival was billed as 'new style' and saw the introduction of the 

carnival parade.  T he original route started at Brinkburn Crescent, through 

the town centre, up Church Street, and into the Market Place, but was later 

re - routed down Dairy Lane, across Wallace Street, ending on the Welfare 

ground.  The Feast parade soon became an annual tra dition and has always 

been organised by the Round Table, a social organisation for young men that 

was established in Houghton in 1958.  

 

Each year, thousands of families line Houghton's streets to take in the 

spectacle of the passing parade of pipes and dru ms, decorated floats, 

marching community groups, vintage cars and everyone's favourite traction 

engine, Stafford's Providence, seeing up the rear!  Volunteers f rom 

Houghton's Round Table make a collection along the route, the funds of which 

are donated to local charities and worthy causes...  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CARNIVAL TIME  
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THE HH EVENTS for 

Heritage Open Days 

2011 included a 

photograph exhibition 

of old images of 

Houghton, Houghton 

Feast and the Hillside 

Cemetery, followed by 

a two-and-a-half hour 

heritage walk around 

the town, plus the 

permanent exhibition 

of large sumptuously 

framed photographs in 

the Wild Boar.  For the 

second year running 

the day was a mega-

success, with over 600 

viewing the exhibitions 

between 08:00 

Thursday and 23:00 

Sunday.  Thanks are 

extended to all who 

assisted with the 

preparations and 

delivery ð many hours 

of behind-the-scenes 

work to make the day 

the success it was! 
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FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS  

THE KING & I 
 

OCT 8 TH  ï 11 TH  2011  ï PRODUCTION BY 

ZAZZ at Houghton Dance &  Performing Arts 

Academy.  Find out more at: 

www.zazzuk.com  or 0191 584 0764  

 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 7TH 2011 
 

7:00PM  ï OPENING CEREMONY in the 

Broadway .  

 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 8TH 2011 
 

10:00AM  ï HERITAGE PHOTO EXHIBITION 

in the Broadway until 3:00PM . Featuring a 

new  and extended selection of old 

photographs of Houghton - le- Spring 

commemorating the 30 th  anniversary since 

Houghton Colliery closed.  
 

9 :3 0A M  ï MINERS BANNERS DISPLAY  in the 

Welfare Hall, Station Road, until 5:00PM.  

Members of the Lambton and Houghton 

Banner Group will be on site to share their 

local knowledge about the history of the 

banners to ensure that this important part of 

their heritage is never forgotten.   

Commemorating 30 years since the closure 

of Houghton Colliery.   
 

2:00PM  ï 45 TH  CARNIVAL PARADE 

organised by the Houghtonôs Round Table. 

Help to celebrate this historic occasion by 

showing your support with the on - street 

collection for local charities.  

 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 9TH 2011 
 

10 : 30 AM  ï CIVIC CEREMONY  in St Michaelôs 

Church .  Please note that the service is 

starting later than in recent years.  
 

6:00PM  ï COMMUNITY HYMN SINGING in St 

Michaelôs Church, which was started in 1949 

by Rector Oswald Noel Gwilliam. Please note 

the earlier start time.   
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MONDAY OCTOBER 10TH 2011 
 

4 :00PM  ï ROASTING OF THE OX at 

Rectory Field.  Get there early as the 

sandwiches sell out quickly!  
 

7 :3 0PM  ï FREE FIREWORKS 

SPECTACULAR launched from Durha m 

Road playing fields.  

 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 15TH 2011 
 

9 :3 0AM  ï CARNIVAL TIME PHOTO 

EXHIBITION celebrating the 45 th  Carnival 

Parade in Houghton Library until 

12:00PM.  Free admission.  

 

2 :0 0 PM  ï HOMICIDE IN HOUGHTON 6 -  

Dare  you join author Sheila Quigley and 

local historian Paul Lan agan for an 

investigation of the fictional murder 

scenes from Sheilaôs bestselling books, 

óRun for Homeô, óBad Moon Risingô, 

óLiving on a Prayerô, óEvery Breath You 

Takeô and óThe Road to Hellô? Book by 

Telephone 0191 561 6383 NOT FOR THE 

FAINT HEARTED!  

 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 16TH 2011 
 

11 : 30 AM  ï HOUGHTON HERITAGE 

WALK visiting buildings and sites of 

interest.  Book via the HH website or 

telephone 0191 268 4688.  
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WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
Can you help solve these Genealogical Quests? 

 

More quests are on the usual back cover! 

PUBLICANS 

Hi, I have just been reading 

your excellent website re 

my family history, in 

particular the pub lists.  I 

am currently researching 

the name 'Brownless' as 

part of my ancestry in the 

Co. Durham area & found 

one of the daughters of my 

3x Great Grandparents 

(George & Mary 

Brownless), a Margaret 

Brownless married a John 

Fletcher.  They had a 

daughter named Mary who 

married Thomas Rigby. In 

the 1891 census Margaret 

Fletcher (nee Brownless) is 

widowed & living with her 

married daughter at the 

Lambton Arms, Newbottle 

Street, Houghton-le-Spring.  

Her son-in-law, Thomas 

Rigby, is listed as head of 

household & Licensed 

Victualler of the Lambton 

Arms.  I noticed that 

Thomas Rigby's name is 

not listed in the innkeepers 

names & wondered if you 

would be interested to 

know this for your records.    

Also, by the 1901 census 

Mary Rigby is widowed & 

she is listed as Head of 

household & Innkeeper of 

the Red Lion Inn,  Church 

Street, Houghton-le-Spring. 

The next house on the 

census is Rectory Lodge & 

then Houghton Rectory, 

then Dairy Lane & 'Clergy 

House' [in 1948 made the 

Rectory until 2005, now is 

Dairy Lane Dental 

Practice].  As Mary's name 

was also not on your lists, I 

thought this little snippet 

might be of interest to you. 

I shall continue reading 

 

your excellent site & many 

thanks for all the hard work 

that must have gone into it.  

It must be of much interest 

both to locals & those 

further afield (such as 

myself) researching family 

history etc.  Regards,  

Linda Rowley 

Redcar 

 

 

 

GEORGE 

STEPHENSON THE 

SMITHY 

Any information concerning 

Elizabeth and Helen 

Matthews, thought to be 

buried at Hillside Cemetery, 

plus: George Stephenson, 

the blacksmith, with a 

smithy next to the bus 

depot in the centre of 

Houghton, would be 

appreciated, as he was my 

great uncle. 

Douglas Matthews 

Aberdeen 

 

 

MEMORIES OF 

SUNDERLAND 

STREET 

Re: The memories of 

Sunderland Street in the 

last issue (Issue 03).  The 

butchers shop was owned 

by Harry Harland.  The 

cobblers shop was Ron 

Waites and Jack Stewart. 

The Carmichael jewellers 

was owned by a Mr & Mrs 

Williams. 

Richard Rose 

Houghton-le-Spring 

 

MEMORIES OF HOME 

& MORE PUBLICANS 

I just love this site.  I grew 

up in Houghton and can 

trace my family in the area 

back to the 1700's. We 

lived in 3 Shakespeare 

Street from 1947 to 1957. 

My father worked at 

Herrington Pit. In 1957 he 

became landlord of The 

Londonderry Arms in 

Chilton Moor and we lived 

above the pub. My 

grandparents Luke and 

Sarah Robson (nee. 

Fenton) were managers of 

the Dubmire Club from 

1918 to 1922. Luke died in 

the Pensions War Hospital 

after WWI, from injuries he 

had received, and his name 

is on the Cenotaph in 

Houghton. My sister and I 

went to St Michael's RC 

School in the 1950's - Rita 

and Maureen Robson. We 

both live in the south now, 

but Houghton will always 

be 'home'. 

Maureen Brown 

London 

 

 

THE LINDENS, DAIRY 

LANE  

Dear Paul, I am doing 

some research for a friend's 

family tree.  Can you tell 

me whether Lyndhurst, in 

Houghton Le Spring was a 

residential or family home?  

I think the street name is 

Dairy or Daisy Street.  The 

period I am talking about is 

1951.  Any help you can 

give me would be most 

welcome, thanks.   

Joan Elliott 

 

MR JAMES JAMES & 

FAMILY 

Hello Paul, I am trying to 

trace living descendants of 

James James (my great 

great uncle) who was born 

in Somerset 1851 & his 

sons who lived in Houghton 

Le Spring & died in that 

area, Oliver James born 

1877 & died 1961, Joseph 

C James born 1887 & died 

1948 plus possibly William 

James born 1880 & died 

1971.  I was wondering if 

you could point me in the 

right direction ð I live near 

Carlisle.  Many thanks. 

Doug James 

Near Carlisle 

 

 

THOMAS WILLIAM 

USHERWOOD ROBINSON 

Anyone out there in HLS 

related to Thomas William 

Usherwood Robinson of the 

brewery? I am his GG grand 

daughter. Have a dead end 

on info about his father and 

mother George & Elizabeth. 

I am the Great Grand-

daughter f rom his daughter 

Elfrida who was from his 

second marriage to Isabella 

Widowfield. 

Dina Salter 

Australia 

 

*  *   *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 If you can 

help, please get in 

touch via the HH 

website. 
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A BLAST FROM the past made its 
presence felt on July 20 th  when this 
hole appeared in the yard of a house 
in Station Avenue, Fencehouses .  It is 
thought that the subsidence had been 
caused by workings from  Lambton D 
Pit.  
 

Lambton Colliery dated from the 18 th 
century.  It was reconstructed in 1950 
but closed shortly afterwards on 
February 27 th  1965.  The colliery was 
located a short distanc e from the 
property, just down the road in the 
direction of the railway lines, then 
right down New Lambton Road (now 
known as Lambton Lane).  
 
Relics from the colliery still exist in 
the area, including the dilapidated 
Swimming Baths, which has been  
 
 
 

  

 shell of the former Lambton Swimming Baths, 
which has been  used as storage for a 
scrapyard in recent years.  The adjacent land, 
used as Lambton Coke Works (which closed in 
1986), was unveiled in 2010 as Elba Park, a 
country park and housing development, 
following a £25 million reclamation project.  
 

Meanwhile, Coal Authority officials will be 
investigating the hole.   
 

MORE COLLIERY INFO at : www.dmm.org.uk  




