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OUTRAM STREET CORONATION PARTY, 1953 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
If you have any old photographs of Houghton-le-Spring that 

you would like to share, please contact Paul Lanagan  

via www.houghtonlespring.org.uk 
 

FACES AND PLACES 
 

Photographs are treated with care and respect and are 

returned promptly once they have been copied. 
 

Allowing your precious photographs to be copied and shared 

ensures that they will be around for generations to come. 
 

1953 Coronation, 1977 & 2002 Jubilee photos also wanted  

for a special commemorative book later in the year! 
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WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTONIAN, 

the quarterly magazine of the Houghton-le-

Spring Heritage Society.  This is our seventh 

consecutive issue, numbered as Volume 2 Issue 

2 and has taken a special Union flag theme to 

commemorate the Queenõs Diamond Jubilee.   

  

THE CELEBRATIONS CONTINUE, as June 

marks the 30
th

 anniversary of Jean Hollandõs 

time as a barmaid in the Golden Lion and in this 

issue we pay tribute to her. We also pay tribute 

to Jack Morley, a son of Houghton and a 

supporter of Houghton Heritage.   

 

IN MAY, Houghton Heritage Society visited 

Grangewood Care Home in Shiney Row and 

gave an illustrated talk to the residents as part of 

Dementia Awareness Week.  Thanks are 

extended to all at Grangewood for their 

hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS ALWAYS, I do hope you enjoy this issue. 

 

PAUL LANAGAN  

CHAIRMAN 

H-L-S HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 

 

HOUGHTON HERITAGE 

Society would also like to 

place on record grateful 

thanks to showman Stanley 

Reeves of S&D Leisure for 

his recent generous donation 

of £100.  Find out more 

about the  

 
 

 
www.HOUGHTONleSPRING.org.uk  

 
THE HH WEBSITE IS UPDATED 

FREQUENTLY.  JUST CLICK ON THE 
UPDATED LINK ON THE HOME PAGE TO SEE 
WHATôS NEW.  SOME OF THE UPDATED 
PAGES DURING THE PAST THREE MONTHS 
INCLUDE: 
 

::  Knick Knacks & Curiosities ï page updated 

with details of small glass etched to 
commemorate the explosion at Houghton Pit in 
1850. 

::  Houghtonôs Cenotaph ï the page about 

Houghton's First World War memorial has been 
updated with new images and addition 
information about the Cenotaph. 

::  Mautland Street & Mautland Square ï a 

house-by-house guide to the houses and shops 
on Mautland Street and later Mautland Square 
(1969-2001). 

::  Houghton Hillside Cemetery Lodge ï details 

added about the erection of the lych gate 
archway next to the Cemetery Lodge on 
Sunderland Street. 

::  Robinson Brothers Brewery ï time line about 

the old brewery maltings on Durham Road has 
been updated. 

::  Sunderland Street: House by House Guide ï 

the Sunderland Street directory has been 
updated with more residents and occupants from 
the Censuses and old advertisements. 

::  Houghton Pit Pony Hoof - a miner's memento 

of his dead pit pony from Houghton Colliery, 
1910. 

::  Houghton's George V Coronation Bonfire ï 

the article about the Coronation Bonfire has been 
updated with other Jubilees and Coronations. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

If youôre reading a printed 
version of The Houghtonian and are 

having difficulty seeing the print, did 

you know you can read the online 

PDF?  This can be increased in size up 

to a whopping 6400% in Adobe 

Reader!  

 

FOR INTERNET ACCESS AT HOUGHTON 
LIBRARY ï TELEPHONE 0191 561 6383 

FOR DETAILS. 

the UKõs premiere amusement rider provider at:  

www.sdleisure.com  
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DR JOHN SELWYN MORLEY, PhD, MD, DSc 
 

Houghton Heritage Society is proud to announce that supporter Jack Morley, has been appointed as 

Honourary President.  Jack was born at 32 Edwin Street in 1925 and his memories of Houghton, 

particularly of the 1930s, have been of great help to the Society since he first got in touch back in 2007.  

Jack is a modest gentleman, however the Society has recently learnt of his life achievements, which are 

detailed below, and is now seeking to have his name included in the Houghton Grammar School Book of 

Honour which records the achievements of the schoolõs alumni. 

 

Jack attended Newbottle Street Infant and Junior Schools from 

1930 ð 1937, Houghton Secondary/Grammar School from 

1937 ð 1942 and then went to University College Durham to 

study life sciences.  After graduation in December 1945 (being 

Wartime, there were four terms each academic year), he was 

sent to the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to continue 

his medical studies and do research on malaria. 

 

His subsequent working life has been devoted to medical 

research, published in some 200 papers.  The results won 

international acclaim, resulting in his being invited to be a main 

speaker at many meetings around the world. 

 

Until 1982, these researches were at Liverpool, Cambridge and 

Manchester Universities, and at ICI Alderley Park.  Highlights 

were his prominent role in the isolation and characterisation of 

gastrin, the antral hormone; his discovery of a simpler form of 

the hormone now used in hospitals for the assessment of 

gastric secretory function; his role in the discovery of Zoladex, a 

gonadorelin analogue for the treatment of prostate cancer; and 

his pioneering research on endorphins ð our bodyõs natural 

opiates. 

 

In 1982 he co-founded a unique multidisciplinary Institute at 

Liverpool for research on chronic pain.  On February 16
th

 2011, 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool for research on chronic pain.  On February 16
th

 2011, 

the Pain Research Institute was awarded Freedom of the City of 

Liverpool in recognition of the success of its work over the last 

30 years.  Jack personally raised research grants of over 

£500,000 during this period, and his own researches solved 

problems in the use of morphine, leading to new procedures 

which are used world-wide. 

 

The move to the Institute also enable Jack to pursue research 

on his main interest in neurology ð the possibility that 

regeneration of the human central nervous system (CNS) was 

possible.  The teaching in medical schools was then that the 

CNS was ôfixed, immutable and canõt be changedõ.  Using novel 

experimental systems, he demonstrated that regeneration was 

indeed possible.  He applied his findings in the treatment of 

Parkinsonõs Disease, and initiated clinical trials which are still in 

progress. 

 

He and his wife Nancy have been married for 63 years.  They 

moved to a home in Cheadle Hulme, near Stockport, in 1954, 

and still live there.  Both have been actively involved in local 

community work (he was an Urban District Councillor, 

magistrate, school governor, Chairman of the Scoutõs 

Association, Citizenõs Advice Bureau etc). 

 

 

Jack Morley (right) with 

Paul Lanagan outside the 

Golden Lion PH, 2011. 
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RITCHEYõS YARD 

Dear Houghton Heritage, In one 

of the censuses it states that there 

was a Ritcheyõs Yard which was 

behind Ritcheyõs shop in Nesham 

Place.  Can anyone tell me 

anything about it? 

Margaret Ritchey 

A&M Ritcheyõs Good Grub  

Newbottle Street 

 

 

SIR GEORGE ELLIOT 

Dear Paul, It has been many years 

since we communicated regarding 

the life of Sir George Elliot for my 

book about Powell Duffryn. I hope 

you are well.  Please can you help? 

I wish to write to the owner of 

Houghton Hall seeking permission 

to use a photograph I took of their 

in home in my forthcoming book 

about Powell Duffryn. The 

publisher, Black Dwarf Lightmoor, 

postponed publication of the 

Powell Duffryn book in 2008 due 

to the economic situation, but last 

year asked me to get ready for 

laying out my work this year. The 

task of laying out the book will 

begin soon. Please could you the 

name of the owner of Houghton 

Hall?  Last year, Black Dwarf 

published my first book, 'Vickers' 

Master Shipbuilder: Sir Leonard 

Redshaw', and I attach 'MER 

Review of LR Book.jpg', which is a 

review of the book in MER (Marine 

Engineers Review], a journal 

published by IMAREST, formerly 

the Institution of Marine 

Engineers. Best wishes 

Les Shore 

 

 

RAINTON PIT DISASTER 

Hi Paul, After some info off the St 

Michaels Burial register.  Have the 

form here to send to you for 8 

records of Blackbird's and 

Blenkinsop's but then thought I 

am probably related to all of them.  

Just for your info the main thing I 

am trying to work out is if the 

Thomas Blackbird who died in the 

Rainton Pit accident of 1823 is the 

same Thomas who is my 4 x Gr 

Grandfather.  Cheers.  

Steven Slater 

 

 

EDWIN STREET SHOP 

Hello, I have been looking at your 

website with great interest. My 

father was born at Houghton on 3 

March 1921 above his 

grandparents' corner shop. 

Unfortunately I don't know the 

name of the road but I was taken 

there in the 1960s by which time it 

father was born at Houghton on 3 

March 1921 above his 

grandparents' corner shop. 

Unfortunately I don't know the 

name of the road but I was taken 

there in the 1960s by which time it 

had been re-converted into a 

house.  The names of the 

grandparents were Elizabeth and 

H (Henry?) Davidson. They had 

four children.  1.Herbert who 

married Suzie and they had one 

son Tom and two girls Betty and 

Dorothy. Both girls married two 

brothers by the name of Fulton.  

2.Grace who married Tom Lax. 

They had one daughter Bessie 

who was knocked down by a bus 

on 20 January 1939. She was 

aged just 9. They also had a son 

Harry who continues to live in 

Houghton. I am regular contact 

with him and he is trying to obtain 

a book on the history of Houghton 

which includes a photo of the 

aforementioned shop with both 

grandparents standing outside! 

3.Mildred (my grandmother) who 

married Maddison Wilks. They had 

two boys William Maddison (my 

dad) and Thomas Davidson. 

4.They also had a son William. I 

know nothing of him.  My main 

question concerns the Houghton 

Cut. My grandfather used to tell 

me it had been cut by French 

Prisoners of War during the mid 

1800s. Is this correct please?  I 

remember visiting the cemetery off 

the cut in the 1960s. What a 

tranquil place it was. He also told 

me that some French PoW were 

buried there. Is that also correct? 

Many thanks and keep up the 

great work with your website! 

Oh yes, and a Happy New Year to 

you all. 

Paul Wilks 

Cheshire 

 

PAUL LANAGAN REPLIED: 

There is a photograph in ôThe 

People's History: Houghton-le-

Springõ by Geoffrey Berriman, 

2000, on page 52 showing 

Davidson's Grocery shop in Edwin 

Street, circa 1920.  Could this be 

the photograph you refer to? 

 

 

FOOTBALL TEAMS 

Hi Paul, Last week I decided to 

give my grandfather's football 

medal to my grandson. My 

daughter put Monkwearmouth 

Charity Cup into the Internet and 

up came a picture of the 1912 cup 

winning team, 

Charity Cup into the Internet and 

up came a picture of the 1912 cup 

winning team, with my 

grandfather's picture. I remain 

totally gobsmacked!  I have found 

a website that states that the only 

player so far identified is the 

goalkeeper, Jack Heath. My 

grandfather, Simon Graham is 

next to him, on his right, i.e. back 

row 4th from left.  I need to find 

out where Simon was living in 

1912. My early years memories are 

Simon and Isabel Graham living at 

25 Bullion Lane, Chester-le-street. 

They had three children, Mary, my 

mother, Frank Graham and Ruth. 

Frank's children Peter and Patricia 

were brought up in Pelton/ 

Perkinsville. I know that Simon's 

father was the landlord of the Ship 

Inn at Pelton, one reason why 

Simon was teetotal.  I am totally 

fascinated by the picture, we have 

never seen this before. Magic!  

Kind regards. 

Alan Dolman 

 

 

DENE HOUSE FARM 

Dear Houghton Heritage Society, I 

am a descendent from the 

Bowden family that owned Dene 

House Farm at Houghton- le-

Spring circa early 1800.  We will 

be in Durham soon and would 

appreciate the opportunity to 

research the family history. Could 

you direct us to the best location 

for help in this matter?  We have 

the book The Peoples History 

Houghton-le-Spring by Geoffrey 

Berriman; it has a photo of Dene 

House Farm being worked in 

1954. We would like to know the 

origin of the photo and the exact 

location of the Farm. We  would 

like to contact him by email and 

ask if you could provide us with his 

address and/or contact details 

please, if you have them. In fact if 

you have details of any other 

contacts that could be of 

assistance, thank you if  you could 

forward to us.  Look forward to 

your assistance with thanks.  

Regards. 

Moira Moretti 

Adelaide, Australia 

 

 

WHOSE CHABBLE? 

Paul, I am a American woman 

living in Sacramento, CA, USA, 

and own a very old oak dining 

table with a label on the underside 

of the table that is quite worn.  

Some of the writing is worn away 

but I can still read some.  This 

piece of furniture came from 

Clingly Antiques: 

table with a label on the underside 

of the table that is quite worn.  

Some of the writing is worn away 

but I can still read some.  This 

piece of furniture came from 

Clingly Antiques: 

-----ery Row Methodist Church,  

Houghton-le-Spring, England,   ---

--s 2030, Sunderland  75012 

Can you provide me of any 

assistance in determining this 

business?  The address?  The 

church?  I have been fruitlessly 

searching on the internet and have 

yet to find much information.  

Sincerely. 

Susan Wilkinson 

California, USA 

 

PAUL LANAGAN REPLIED: 

Dear Susan, Thank you for your 

enquiry regarding the dining table.  

This piece of furniture came from 

Clingly Antiques.  I  have not heard 

of Clingly Antiques before but it 

appears that it was in Sunderland 

based on the old style telephone 

number of 75012  - before the 56 

prefix was added.  The table came 

from Colliery Row Methodist 

Church, located in Chilton Moor, 

near Fence Houses, just outside of 

Houghton-le-Spring town centre.  

I would assume it was probably 

the communion table - can you 

supply some photos?  I don't know 

what the "-----s 2030" is; if it had 

been 1830 or 1930 I would have 

guessed the date it was donated to 

the church.  Older locals recollect 

that when the church first closed it 

was used for storing antiques, so 

they probably sold the items left in 

the church.  It is now used for the 

storage of building materials.  You 

can see the Church on Google 

Maps.  I do hope this information 

is of use to you. 

 

 

SOUND FAMILIAR? 

Hi Paul, I visited your site today 

and noticed the following burials 

relevant to my family history:  

Thomas Forest; Ann Forest; 

Jacob Forest; Ann Forest; Jane 

Forest; Jane Forest; John 

Forester; Jane Forrest; Jane 

Swailes; Mahala Swails; and 

Robert Swales.  Kind regards. 

John Forrest 

Australia 

 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
Can you help solve these 

Genealogical & Heritage Quests? 
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A childrenõs pageant in the Rectory Park, thought to be part of the opening celebrations, 1949.   The children were 

dressed as important historical figures in the development of our country.  The young boy at the right was David 

Livingstone.  Pictured are,  from left to right:  unknown;  unknown;  unknown;  unknown;  Michael Allan;  unknown;  Alec 

Layfield;  unknown;  Alan Smirthwaite; unknown;  unknown; unknown; Keith Littlewood;  unknown; and Geoffrey 

Atkinson.  Can any reader help name those currently unidentified? 

Ref no: HLS1854161464 

1949 

BE SURE TO visit the Peppercorn Café on Newbottle Street 

this Diamond Jubilee weekend, as on display are actual 

signatures f rom King George VI and his wife, Elizabeth.  Both 

are inside a visitorsõ book from Gateshead Childrenõs Home 

on the page dated February 22
nd

 1939.  Café owner, Michael 

McGlinchey, is pictured left with the book which also contains 

the signature of actor Johnny Weissmuller, best known for 

playing Tarzan.  Sadly the book shows that there were no 

visitors on Christmas Day. 


