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'CAN YOU HE

If you have any old photographs of HougR&®8pring that
you would like to share, please contact Paul Lanaga
via www.houghtonlespring.org.uk

FACES AND PL.

Photographs are treated with care and respect and «
returned promptlyonce they have been copied.

Allowing your precious photographs to be copied and sha
ensures that they will be around for generations to come
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WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTONIAN

the quarterly magazine of the Houghtorde-Spring
Heritage Society. This isour eighth consecutive
issue, numbered as Volume 2 Issue 3 andas is
usual for this time of year celebrates Houghtor
Feastwith a bumper edition

THE SOCIETY HAS been very active over the summer, supporting &
attending many events as well as organisinseveral visits for Societ
members. One such visit was to the old Rectory (shown above) whi
Society Chairman Paul Lanagan, Vie€hair Peter Corfield and Secreta
Joan Lambton took up their places in the Houghton Urban Distric
Council Chamber. We have also been very active in manipcal Diamond
Jubilee events, including the very successful Homelands Estatreet
Party Without a Stred) which was broadcast live on BBC throughout th
day! The Soci et y Otse Septerhberbléritage @pen Day nas
rather special this year as many members of our popular Faceboo
group used the opportunity to meet each other for the first time. Th
social side of the Society will be further explored in the next issue wt
we have some very special news to shalr

HOUGHTON HERITAGESOCIETY became a member of the British
Association for Local History, a national charity which promotes loc
history and serves local historians. Find out more about this esteem
organisation at: www.balh.co.uk

THANKS MUST BE extended to Houghton Ward Councillors Kath Rol
and Dennis Richardson for their swift help in actioning pressing herita
issues raised by Houghton Heritage Society, namely the encroaching
growth on the Rectory archway (now the churchyd entrance) and fol
hel ping to further the Society
Treasures and memorabilia from the demolished Council Offices int
Houghton Library, a civic building where the items can be easily seen
the public & and children n particular! The Society is stilpursuing the
missing Victorian Gilpin Thorn Plaque (of which we now know the f
inscription) and the missing 1953 Coronation Noticeboard.

ENJOY THIS ISSUE and enjoy Houghton Diamond Jubilee Feast!
PAUL LANAGANCHAIRVIAN
H-L-S HERITAGE SOCIET

o Peors
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@WEB UPDATES @

www.HOUGHTONIeSPRING.org.uk

THE HH WEBSITE IS UPDATED
FREQUENTLY. JUST CLICK ON THE
UPDATED LINK ON THE HOME PAGE TO SEE
WHATOG S NEW. SOME OF

PAGES DURING THE PAST THREE MONTHS
INCLUDE:

> Houghton & Seaham Star i details of Paul
L anagaweékl heritage articles in the
newspaper.

:> Houghton Colliery 1 the time line has been g
updated with details. ’

Buil d a Mi ner soi

cardcraft activity in the School Zone, with a §
printable template for making a miners lamp like |
the one used to transport the Olympic flame. >
:: Houghton UDC Garage Plaques i details of
garages featuring plaques from the Houghton
Urban District Council Ratings Department. <
:» Church Street: House by House Guide i the
Church Street directory has been updated with

Morley.

. Pitmatic Words & Phrases i a new print-at-
home bookl et Mackérige A PitenatidNgy
Dictionaryd has been aff
features local words and phrases as compiled by §
members of Houghton Heritage Society on the
ever popular Facebook group.

* * * % % * * *

(<=

printed version of The Houghtonian
and are having difficulty seeing the
print, did you know you can read

YOUORE REALR

the online PDF? This can be
increased in size up to a whopping
6400% in Adobe Reader!

* * * % % % * *

FOR INTERNET ACCESS AT
HOUGHTON LIBRARY T
TELEPHONE 0191 561 6383 FOR

DETAILS.




AND THE LUCKY W j#
Nine year old Bradley McCarth
was presented with a frame:
version of his winning design ir
the Houghton Diamond Jubilee
Feast logo competition during %8
the summer. His fabulous logc
is used on the cover of the &

commemorative Houghton
Feast brochure.

'HOUGHUTON HOUGHTO I

DIAMOND JUBILEE FEAST

Following the megasuccess and popularity of las
year 6s Houghton Feast

worked with fellow Houghton Feast Steerin
Committee members to compile a 60 page
commemorative programme of events for thi
year 6s Hought on Diamon

The 60 page brochure, which features welcom
messages, vintage Jubilee and Coronatic
photographs, a programme of events for the 63+
Feast evens, Festival highlights plus opportunitie
to win free prizes and a £20 Houghton shoppin
voucher, are being distributed freely via shop
surgeries, libraries, schools, community centre
and public houses.

Last year people were complaining that th
brochur e s wer en 6 td indactttheyi were
They were flying off the counters quicker than the
could be replenished!

Grab your copy before




HOUGHTON FEAST HIGHLIGHTS

FESTIVAIURATION

42"N° STREET i PRODUCTION BY ZAZZ at
Houghton Dance & Performing Arts Acadeny,
Newbottle Street. Find out more at:
www.zazzuk.com or 0191 584 0764

JUBILEE & OLYMPICS HERITAGE
EXHIBITION - Old photographs with a Royal
celebration and sporting theme to
acknowledge this Jubilee and Olympic year
will on display from the Houghton Heritage
Societyds collections
14B Newbottle Street.

FRIDAY OCTOBERD12

7:00 PM i OPENING CEREMONY ,
ILLUMINATIONS, FEAST TATTOO & JUBILEE
BEACON in the Broadway 1 plus a fireworks
finale! Facepainters, musicians, balloon
artists and storytellers will be in the Broadway

from 6:00 PM as people are bound to be there

early to secure theirspa  ce!

SATURDAY OCTGBE®&1L2

9:00 AM i HOUGHTON HERITAGE PHOTO
EXHIBITION - Old photographs from the
history of Houghton will be on display in the
Broadway next to the Gavioli Organ, including
Houghton Feast, Hilside Cemetery, Rectory
Park, trams, public houses and more.
Members of Houghton Heritage Society will be
present offe ring searches of their genealogical
records for your ancestors. The Society will
also be taking items for inclusion in the
Houghton Heritag e Diamond Jubilee Time
Capsule.

2:00 PM i 46™" CARNIVAL PARADE organised
by t he Hought onds . Heputad
celebrate this historic occasion by showing

your support with the on - street collection for
local charities.

SUNDAY OCTOBRR12

10:30 AM i CNIC CEREMONY
Mi chael 6s Chlease cnote that
service is starting later than the usual time.

in St
the

MOMAY OCTORBER012

4:00 PM i ROASTING OF THE OX at
Rectory Field. Get there early as the
sandwiches sell out quickly!

7:30 PM T FREE FIREWORKS
SPECTACULAR launched from Durham Road
playing fields.

SATURDAY OCTOBE®13

10:00 AM i HOUGHTON HERITAGE WALK
visiting buildings and sites of interest.
Book via the HH website.

2:30 PM 7 HOMICIDE IN HOUGHTON 7
Bestselling author Sheil a Quigley presents
an investigation of the fictional murder
scenes from her Houghton -based novels.
The free tour, which is not for the faint
hearted, will end with refreshments while
Sheila reads an exclusive preview from her
next novel.  Bookvia the HH website.

9:00 PM i HAUNTED HOUGHTON Dare
you join local historian Paul Lanagan and

his fellow ghost hunters on an intimate
sequel to the first Haunted Houghton walk
which had an unexpected 200 in attendance

at the Feast 2004? This scary look at
Hought on 6 s mo s t haunt ed
finish at the most haunted building. Over

18s only. Admission by way of a £5.00
donation to Houghton Heritage Society.
Book via the HH website.

SUNDAY OCTOBERQ1£2

12:30 PM i HOUGHTON FEAST BOXING
TOURNAMENT Houghton v North East
Select at Rainton Meadows Arena. The
pupils of Houghton Boxing Club will be out
to show their skills against young boxers
from around the northeast in their home
town for the very first time. Tickets are
£12.00 and are available from Ken Allen at
the Boxing Club in Wheeler House,
Newbottle Street (telephone
07780008118), or pay at the door.

NFEAST.CO.UK
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MORE SIXTIES PLEASE
| love the Houghton Heritage
Society website. Having left
Houghton 35 years ago it is
bringing back a lot of memories.
More of Houghton in the Sixties
please!

June Pearson

THE HOTONIANS
Hello everyone I'm new to
Houghton Heritage Society. | am
originally from Fence Housesand
was a member of the Hotonians
Juvenile  Jazzband I'm
desperately trying to find some
photos of the band from the early
1970s and wonder if anyone could
advise if they have any they coulc
share on here or where | would be
able to get copies. Thanks!

Karen Howe

Dear Houghton Heritage Society

| use the word advice under
subject on purpose, judging by the
notes on the site your 10 day
minimum suggests many specific
inquiries, mine is for guidance and
an idea on how to proceed with
the following as aDIY project. My

late wife was a Joyce, one of six
children and, unfortunately, all
deceased. Recently our children
and their many cousins decided to
trace their Irish roots though

Joseph Joyce, their common
grandfather. | was asked to help
and at first there was very little
info' to go on, no Bible, no

marriage certificate etc, only a few
facts. To cut a long story short, |
did find a few documents which all
led to Co Durham and the names
of JJ's parents, Joseph again and
Margaret McGowan. The LDS

Mormon site was very useful and
through trial and error, | traced
JJ's birth, exact date of 4th
September 1897, and the parents
to  Houghton-le-Spring, JJ's

christening at St Michaels 20th
Sept. The family lived there at 30
Prospect Row and the father's
employment shown as a miner
working in Washington. A further

useful piece of info' was finding
the birth of a brother, Daniel and
also in Hle-S, same address and
we think he is the brother who

went to Oz, have sent some e
mails to contacts there, but a long
shot. | could not make further
progress on that site and typed

Can you help solve these _
Genealogical & Heritage Quests?

your town's name as a search, so,
here we are. One of the stories
was that the Joyces had left
Ireland because of the Famine.
Researching that terrible time was
an eyeopener, dreadful, but some
of the articles proved that many of
the emmigrants went to England, |
had imagined that the vast
majority had gone to America.
Further reading showed that most
of the men were uneducatedand
had to seek work as labourers or
miners, apart from the attitude
towards the Irish at that time,
therefore the family's Durham
connection fits. That's the
background, now to advice. The
idea is not to create a family tree,
the gang would like to find the
village or town in Ireland where the
original Joyces came from. The
romantic notion is of course,
Joyce's Country which is in
Connemara, bordering on Mayo
and Roscommon, hktter having
Lanagan connections as well
Having seen some 1800s
marriage certficates courtesy of
LDS, they do not give the names
or addresses of the bride/groom's
parents - that took care of using
these as a source to trace back.
When looking over your site and
seeing the time and trouble so
many of you have taken to record
Houghton-le-Spring's history, the
thought was that somewhere in
your site there might be references
to the Joyces. Some evidence or
clues to lead us on and that,
hopefully, you could tell me where
to look in order to continue and
complete this DIY project. That's
the story and any advice or
guidance will be appreciated.
With kind regards
John
South Africa

A BIG THANK YOU

A big thank you to Paul and Joan
from Houghton Heritage Society
for the illustrated talk Paul gave at
Grangewood Care Home last night
to the residents as part of
Dementia Awareness Week. We
had a lovely evening thank you
again on behalf of the residents
and staff.

Susan Hodgson
Shiney Row

THE COTTAGE HOMES?
To Paul Lanagan, | was told that
my great grandfather was brought
up in an orphanage in Houghton
le-spring in 1905. Is there a
registry or a way in whichl would
be able to view/obtain these
records? | am not sure which
orphanage he was in as it was no
spoken about. If you are able to
help me that would be fabulous.
My Great Grandfathers name was
John Edward Raymond then it was
changed by deed poll to John
Edward Paisley in 1936. Thank
you.

Jessica Pine

ICE CREAM TIME

Dear Paul Lanagan, | am
researching my family history
about the Dimambro family from
Durham and surrounding villages
(my grandmother was a
Dimambro who moved down from
Durham to South East, St Albans,
Herts in 1938) and am aware there
was an ice cream parlour in
Houghton le spring. am tnjng to
obtain a photo of it and wondered
if you can help me? | havereads
few memories of the public on
your Houghton le Spring website
and am aware of your many books
- do you have any book with a
mention of and/or any photo of
the Di Mambro ice cream hat |
could obtain? | would be so
grateful for a reply- | wrote a book
about my father's ice cream
business Tominey's City Ices of St
Albans in 2010 (his mother was a
Dimambro)  which contains a
photo at the beginning of
Dimambro Ice carts ¢.1900 at
Vare tempest, Durham. | am
now further researching
Dimambros ice cream shops in
the North East to put with my
family history. | look forward to
hearing from you. Best wishes,

Sharon Tominey

GREYHOUND DERBY

Can you help me find a
photograph of my Dad and his

Mam, taken in 19672 It shows his
greyhound, Peggy, which won the
Houghton Feast greyhound derby.
| think it was published by the
Journal newspaper.

Karen Hughes

REMEMBERING
PEAR TREE PLACE
The Houghton Heritage website is
the best thing sincesliced bread!
Paul, I've met up/got in contact
with so many friends from my
childhood and family members |
haven't seen for God knows how
long, thank you so much, it's
briliant! | was told today that
there used to be a street of houses
up behind where he Comrades is
and there was prostitute house!
Anyone remember that? Does
anyone have any memories of
Union Street in Houghton, as
that's where my Mam and Dad
had their first cottage after they
were married

Pauline Guerreiro

Houghton-le-Spring

THE SEVENSISTERSOF
COPT HILL
Hi, I'm wondering if anyone can
help me. I'm doing some research
on the Seven Sisters, Copt Hill,
and the myths. Does anyone have
any information on this? Many
thanks in anticipation.
Kloe Grey
Houghton-le-Spring

SEATON AVENUE
Big as k but | dm
photographs of Seaton Aenue
from April 1982.
Tony Sherlock Harrison
Burn Park Road
Houghton-le-Spring

THE GILLOWS OF
HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING
To: Paul Laxagan of Houghton
Heritage Society.Re: St. Michael
& Al Angels Church | o
descended from a line of the
Gill ow Fami-l185

Lt. Eccleston Lancs. | note you
have a ref. to Henry Gillow 1470,
buried with his Mother. Have you
any rekerence t o hi's
name? His p ar e matnesdare
not known to me but ancestors
and descendantsare. The early
genealogy family trees are not my
wor k but ar e o]
internet. Even if you cannot help
me with the query, thank you for
your most interesting work on
Houghton-Le Spring® long
history.

Elsie Abram

FAE & 1
'




PHOTO FOCUS

THE LAKE FAI RGROUND at Houghton Feast, October 1963.
Waltzer and still attends the Feast to this day in it
30"anniversary as such |l ast year. The domi nant buil di
the resident children would look forward to the Feast as they could get easy access to all the fun of the fair overthe v
atthe bottomoft he Homeds garden. With thanks to Wilf Richai

FLETCHER'S ERUIT & UEGETABLE SHOP

| RECENTLY FOUND a delightful early photograph of Dorot
Fletcher (b1918), known to older Houghtonians as a vivacious
helper in her father Richard Fletcher's fruit shop in Newbottle
Street during the 1930s and 1940s. | shall be pleased to pasd
on a copy of the photo to any of her descendents or relatives.
also request any corrections or additions to the following
account of the Fletcher dynasty: Jane Patrick (b.1832) mariied
John Fletcher, a whitesmith and iron founder, in her home town
of Pickering in 1855, and they had two daughters and four sons.
John Fletcher died in 1876, one year after the birth of the
youngest son Richard. For reasons that still elude me, Jane]
moved to Houghton with Richard sometime in the 1890s, and
purchased the large corner shop at 41 Newboattle Street, wherd
they traded as fruiterers. Richard married Amelia Hopper i
1903, and they hadfour daughters, of which Dorothy was the
youngest. All the family helpedn the business which prospered.
They sold the shop to Robert Wheatley the confectioner (in|
about 19387), and moved to 65 Newhottle Street. Dorothy
(Dot), a friend of my sister, was now playing a prominent role in
the business. However, | understand sheamarried Stanley
Erswell in 1946, and went to live in Warwick. Richard died aged
78 in 1953. The business continued as a fruit shop, first under
Jimmy Wakefield, then under David Johnston, and now as
Devonport's Fruit & Flowers.

DR JACK MORLEY
PRESIDENT
H-L-S HERITAGE SOCIETY




